
 
 

 

MSC OPPORTUNITY 

 

REACTIONS OF ARCTIC MARINE BIRDS TO APPROACHING SHIPS 

 

We are seeking a keen individual with an interest in ornithology and applied science to join part 

of a multi-university, multi-disciplinary research team undertaking a project examining the 

potential effects of increased shipping on marine birds in Arctic Canada.  Supervision of the 

project will be provided by Drs. Mark Mallory (Acadia), Kyle Elliott (McGill) and Grant 

Gilchrist (Environment and Climate Change Canada).  Collectively, our research team is looking 

at foraging energetics, breeding season and year-round movement ecology, and stress ecology of 

marine birds in a region expected to see a large increase in ship traffic.  The person we are 

interested in for this graduate research will initiate a MSc project that examines the reactions of 

marine birds to the approach of ships in Arctic waters, with a goal of determining the energetic 

costs of disturbance by ships to resting or foraging seabirds in Arctic Canada.  Most of the work 

will be carried out at Acadia University (Wolfville, NS) using analysis of videos, but there will 

be opportunities for field research related to the project, possibly on Arctic vessels, at the 

Biodome in Montreal, or on the same species at sites along eastern Canada’s coastline.  Some 

work may be undertaken at MacDonald Campus of McGill University (Montreal), and/or the 

National Wildlife Research Centre at Carleton University (Ottawa). 

 

The successful candidate should have a strong academic record, an interest as well as course 

experience in ecology, kinesiology, or physiology, and be willing to work extensively in the lab 

with video analysis or in the field.  Student support will be paid at a minimum of $18,000 per 

year for 2 years. 

 

Application procedures for Acadia University are outlined at http://gradstudies.acadiau.ca/, but 

please contact Mark Mallory (mark.mallory@acadiau.ca) for more information if you are 

interested before completing the application process.   

 

Deadline for application: 31 May 2016 
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